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and kunched them against the conquerors of the
peninsula.* A furious inter-Germanic war followed
(A,D. 415-419), as a consequence of which the Alans
were practically exterminated, the Sueves driven
into the mountains of Asturias, and the Vandals
rendered so uncomfortable that in A.D. 429 they
welcomed an opportunity to cross to Africa where
within ten years they made themselves masters of
the Roman province of Africa.

IV
Meantime in Rome herself things were moving
to "sa^nd. After the great disaster of Adrianople
(A.D. 378) the place of the defunct Emperor Valens
was taken by the extremely capable Theodosius I,
a general of Spanish descent, who did much to
restore the condition of Roman affairs. For some
years before his death in A.D. 395 he was the sole
ruler of the Empire. Upon his death, however,
his dominions were divided for administrative pur-
poses between his two young sons: the elder,
Arcadius, who was to rule the Greek East from
Constantinople; the younger, Honorius, who from
Ravenna was to govern the Latin West. Both of
them, during their minority, were placed under the
guardianship of the faithful and capable Stilicho.
* The Visigothic king, Ataulf, successor to Alaric, actually was
maxried in A.D. 414 to Galla Placidia, sister to the Emperor Honorius.
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